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Dear h r y :  
8 

I phoned you the  l a s t  time I was i n  New York, f inding 
from your secretary t h a t  you were j u s t  about t o  leave f o r  
the  Southwest; so  I didn ' t  pursue you. 
you about the  closing o f  the Committee f o r  the  Nation's 
Health. I have been convinced f o r  about two years t h a t  
the Committee's a c t i v i t i e s  should be terminated and that 
the  time f o r  ac t ion  would be shor t ly  a f t e r  the merger of 
AI% and C I O  had been consummated. 
the  Committee accomplished a good deal  i n  nat ional  leg is -  
l a t i o n  r e l a t i n g  t o  hospi ta ls ,  research, public heal th  and 
the care of persons on publ ic  assistance.  
of nat ional  heal th  insurance helped i n  reducing opposition 
t o  these seconc?ary measures. 
however has been t o  put the idea of heal th  insurance 
firrnly on the  administrative and p o l i t i c a l  map. In  t h i s ,  
the  A.M.B. helped because i t s  a t tack  on "socialized medi- 
cine" had t o  be accompanied by advertisement of (voluntary) 
healtk insurance. 
on heal th  matters -- a t a s k  no longer necessary. 

I wanted t o  t e l l  

TjJe a l l  believe t h a t  

Our advocacy 

The main acconlplishment 

And we coordinated AFL and C I O  po l i c i e s  

We did  qui te  wel l  f inanc ia l ly  i n  ge t t ing  contribu- 
t i o n s  f r o 2  in te rna t iona l  and l o c a l  unions, but it became 
evident t h a t  the Committee had become so  iden t i f i ed  with 
a spec i f i c  l e g i s l a t i v e  program t h a t  it was ser iously 
handicapped i n  the necessary educational work with the  
general publ ic  and with organizations outside o f  labor; handi- 
ceps correspondingly i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  leg is la t ion .  

Li th  the  general acceptance of  the heal th  insurance 
pr inciple ,  t he  need f o r  education s h i f t s  t o  the question: 
I iha t  do w e  get  f o r  our heal th  insurance money? It has 
become evident that the  educational work i n  behalf of  
comprehensive medical services  and group pract ice  must 
be separated from legislative-lobbying a c t i v i t i e s .  Yie 
worked over these pol icy questions a t  a two-day conference 
l a s t  summer, bringing i n  several  outside experts. 

The f r e sh  s t a r t  t h a t  i s  needed will involve both an 
educational organization and a separate l e g i s l a t i v e  one. 
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The l e g i s l a t i v e  work may center i n  UL-CIO but must involve other organi- 
zat ions i n  coordination. 
t o  shape the l i n e s  of an organization t o  promote nat ional ly  the kind of 
comprehensive service and group prac t ice  with which you a re  famil iar  i n  
1I.I.P.; though the  framework would vary from H.I.P.'s, depending on the 
s i ze  of community, the auspices, etc. 

B few of us a re  now getting; OUT heads together 

Personally, I do not intend t o  take act ive pa r t  i n  any more organi- 
zations,  a s  I want t o  givs myself primarily t o  writ ing.  
book and several  a r t i c l e s  i n  prospect. 
on the  preliminary s tages  of a new organization f o r  the purposes mentioned. 

I have another 
I have agreed t o  work with others  

Your helpfulness i n  planning, f inancing and ge t t ing  underway the  
Committee f o r  the  IIJation's Health was a great  service t o  a cause and t o  
your humble servant. 1'11 never forge t  it. I hope t o  see you i n  New 
York a f t e r  you return.  

Vith warm regards, 

Tks. Albert D. Lasker 
Chrysler E3uilding 
Lexington Avenue E 42nd Street 
Yew York, !Jew York 

Sincerely yours, 


